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     Seasonôs Greetings from State Police Headquarters in West 

Trenton. Another year is almost ñin the booksò and our 101st year of 

service to the citizens of this great State, and even beyond our borders, 

was once again marked with phenomenal accomplishments by the 

women and men throughout all Branches of our Outfit. One of our most 

notable missions came this past September in the wake of Hurricane 

Fiona when we deployed 150 troopers for one month to assist Puerto 

Rico which was devastated once again by a brutal storm.  Two waves 

of 75 members spent two weeks during each deployment assisting with 

traffic control, security, as well as humanitarian efforts to support 

response and recovery efforts for an entire month. In addition to this 

response, NJ Task Force-1, our Urban Search and Rescue team, was 

deployed to Sanibel Island in Florida for rescue and recovery efforts 

following the devastating impact of Hurricane Ian. These two missions, 

once again, served as tremendous sources of pride for the Division and 

proved that our service sometimes extends far beyond the borders of our state. 

     Recruits of the 164th State Police Class Began their training on September 26, 2022, with 152 

recruits reporting on Day One.  As of this writing, 109 recruits remain at Sea Girt and obviously have 

a long way to go to earn the privilege to call themselves Jersey Troopers when they graduate on 

February 24, 2023. On the heels of that class joining our ranks, the 165th State Police Class is 

scheduled to enter the Academy in March of 2023, and we hope that class begins with 215 recruits. 

For those wondering, we will most likely open another application process for the 166th class in the 

summer of 2023. 

     I am certain that all of you are aware of motor vehicle thefts which are plaguing our state and 

nation and am always proud to report that the diligence and perseverance of our troopers and our 

partners at the federal, county, and municipal level are making a difference. New Jersey averages 45 

stolen motor vehicles per day and we witnessed auto thefts increase 22% from 2020 to 2021. Since 

we committed ourselves to surge investigative resources, to enhance and foster constant collaboration 

with our law enforcement partners, as well as dedicating our efforts to leverage technology such as 

Automated License Plate Recognition, auto thefts have decreased 13% in the last two months of 2022, 

and we trust our endeavors will continue to impact this trend as we enter into 2023.  

     Our Special Operations Section also continues to take on new challenges and missions to enhance 

public safety.  One of these new missions includes a partnership with our Aviation Bureau and 

University Medical Center to now provide aerial transportation services of donated organs into New 

Jersey.  As you all well know, seconds count when someone is relying upon a new organ to save their 

life and our Aviation Bureau is committed to drastically reducing transportation times of these organs 

knowing that it will certainly save lives.  

     Although the holiday season always comes with hectic schedules for most of us, that certainly 

holds true for the women and men throughout the Division who will undertake an extraordinary 

number of increased responsibilities throughout New Jersey from Thanksgiving week through New 

Yearôs Day.  Operations Branch members will be assigned to nearly 300 additional details in an effort 
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to keep our highways and communities safe.  Investigations Branch members will engage in 

operations with the Joint Terrorism Task Force in both New York City and Philadelphia, as well is in 

our own state, while the Regional Operations Intelligence Center monitors cyber security and critical 

infrastructures.  Homeland Security Branch members will make concerted targeted hardening efforts 

throughout all of our critical and key sectors including, but not limited to, transportation centers, 

houses of worship, and commercial retail facilities.  Administration Branch personnel will support all 

of these efforts while our Academy Instructors work through the holidays to train our up-and-coming 

troopers.  As we gather with our own respective families and friends, let each one of us take a moment 

to be grateful for and to give thanks to all of these troopers who will not be with their families and 

friends, but out protecting and serving all of those in and around our state. 

     These are only a few highlights from the Division, and I am certain that I could fill this entire 

newsletter with summaries of the tremendous dedication and impact our members are having 

throughout our communities each and every day. For now, I will continue to shine my leather and 

brass as a contingency of troopers, and I prepare to venture to West Point on December 5th to place a 

wreath on the grave of Colonel H. Norman Schwarzkopf.  Although I will not be in the ñthrowback 

uniformò from our 100th Anniversary last year, I will take great pride as I don the Class ñAò Winter 

Blouse of Captain Harold G. Seidler #862. His initials and badge number remain on the inside vest 

pocket and although I cannot recall who passed it down to me years ago, I will never forget the 

tremendous honor and pride I feel when I put it on and stand shoulder to shoulder with the best 

troopers on earth ï Jersey Troopers! I am also reminded daily of the service and sacrifice of all those 

who came and served before us in this Outfit of ours, laying a foundation of professionalism, integrity 

and excellence rooted in our core values of Honor, Duty, and Fidelity.  May all of you and your 

families have a safe, healthy, and blessed holiday season and until we meet again, may God continue 

to hold you all in the hollow of his hand! Stay safe out there! Iôm on a 30 with a 14!! 

-Colonel Patrick J. Callahan #5243 

          

 
Greetings Everyone! 

 

     On behalf of your Executive Boards of the Former Troopers 

Association, your charitable arm, the Heritage Foundation, 

your logo merchandise sale operations at True Blue and Gold, 

and especially our professional staffs that keep our concerted 

efforts moving forward, Iôd like to wish everyone a very Merry 

Christmas, Happy Hanukkah, Kwanzaa, and that you and your 

family have a safe, healthy, and prosperous New Year! 

 

     The COVID pandemic was certainly a detriment to our 

operations as it was to everyone elseôs. Yet, new strains of the 

illness continue to pop up and will no doubt be with us for 

many years to come.  Not all that dissimilar from the annual 

flu, we will of course deal with it as new strains present 
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themselves.  As always, if you or your loved ones are susceptible, please take every precaution to 

protect yourself. The health of you and your family are paramount!  Hopefully, the not-too-distant 

future will bring us all good health and additional opportunities to maintain and expand that 

social/fraternal camaraderie our Association has enjoyed for some sixty-three long years! 

 

     I would like to personally thank Colonel Patrick J. Callahan, #5243 and his staff for their 

continued support and cooperative efforts at making our Association of Former Jersey Troopers 

as closely a part of the Division of State Police as humanly possible. The words offered by 

Colonel Callahan in gratitude at the Dedication Ceremony of the Memorial Columbarium and 

renovated Courtyard were humbling and very much appreciated.  Colonel Callahanôs continued 

faith in our Association and friendship towards our members is always in the forefront, and we 

are very thankful that he always thinks of us in such good light.  I hope our members can 

reciprocate by attending the upcoming events at the Museum and Learning Center and take in the 

new Memorial Columbarium and renovated Courtyard.  Please bring your children and 

grandchildren when you visit Division Headquarters and take the opportunity to explain to them the 

importance of our heritage and the hallow ground where so many of us are and will proudly rest 

following our Last Patrol.  There is no other site like it!  

 

     The first eleven-months of my term as President have been a busy time as we continued to 

complete and expand on projects that were years in the making, some dating back a decade or 

more!  I can assure you we arenôt about to let up, there are very important projects we are 

undertaking that should be very beneficial to our Association and every member!  The past 

several years ushered in a cooperative relationship among Active and Retired Jersey Troopers. 

Gone is the mindset of Active vs. Retired in the hopes of facilitating better benefits for our entire 

Outfit of Jersey Troopers.  Most recently, the Stateôs response to the New York State Rifle & 

Pistol Association V. Bruen, Supreme Court Decision offered retired law enforcement officers 

virtually no protections with their proposed conceal carry law amendments.  Thanks to quick and 

decisive action, Wayne Blanchard, President of the State Troopers Fraternal Association was 

able to get us exempted from most of the prohibitions, but the legislators held fast on keeping 

retirees from conceal carry in 8 prohibited locations, thus criminalizing Qualified Retired Law 

Enforcement Officers should they conceal carry therein. Wayneôs continued support and  

assistance paved the way for me to address the legislation as a Qualified Retired Law 

Enforcement Officer and as representative of our retired membership to negotiate along with him, 

President Dan Oliveira of the Non-Commissioned Officers Association, and Pat Colligan of the 

Policemenôs Benevolent Association to ultimately remove the prohibitions and exempt retirees from 

criminal prosecution.  Instances such as this clearly show how collectively, we can accomplish 

so much more than going it alone.  Thank you, Wayne, Dan and Pat for your continued support 

and assistance! 

 

     Our bi-annual FTA General Meeting took place on Saturday, November 5, 2022, as 

scheduled.  Unfortunately, attendance at the meeting was incredibly low, only 45 members, not 

counting the Board.  For those who missed the meeting, we addressed a number of important 

issues concerning our members, including: the health and welfare of those who responded to the 

9/11 disaster, RPO/HR218 conceal carry laws impacting retirees, a proposed Cost-Of-Living- 

Adjustment program, and the completion and dedication of the Memorial Columbarium, were all 

discussed in detail.  While each topic was of course very important, none was more important 
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than the awarding of our 2022 Former Trooper of the Year Award to Major Heidi S. Scripture, 

#3579 (Ret). Iôve known Heidi over a decade now, and I am very proud to have been involved in 

this coveted presentation.  Heidiôs accomplishments and voluntary work on so many fronts are 

such a great testament to her, her family, and her friends.  Anyone who knows Heidi, knows her 

to be a consummate professional, sheôs a Road Trooper at heart, possessing the competence and 

character emulated by many.  Congratulations Heidi on this prestigious award to a most worthy 

recipient! 

 

     As you can see, we are staying busy and adding new programs, benefits, and events for our 

membership.  If you are interested in volunteering your expertise, some spare time to lend a 

hand, or just to offer another viewpoint on programs or projects, please send me an email at 

gwren@ftanjsp.org or call our FTA Office and I will get back to you at my earliest convenience. 

May God Bless us All, and to you and your family, a Merry Christmas, Happy Hanukkah, Kwanzaa, 

and please have a safe, healthy, and prosperous New Year! 

 

Thank you, and My Best Regards, 

George Wren 

 

FORMER TROOPER OF THE YEAR 
 

 

Presented to: MAJOR HEIDI S. SCRIPTURE, #3579 (Ret) 

 

     In recognition of her dedicated 30 years of service to our Outfit and 11 years of service to the 

Association of Former New Jersey State Troopers, Inc., the past 3+ years Treasurer. 

mailto:gwren@ftanjsp.org
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     Heidi has always answered the call to serve; to the Outfit, to the FTA, and to many organizations 

and individuals who needed a helping hand. A ñRoad Trooperò at heart, Heidi had a remarkable 

career as a Jersey Trooper, serving throughout her tenure in the Field Operations Branch, patrolling 

Troops ñBò and ñD,ò and rising through the ranks to Lieutenant as Station Commander, Captain as 

Troop ñDò Commander, Major while Troop ñBò Commander and then Deputy Branch Commander, 

ultimately culminating her career as Interim Deputy Superintendent of Operations. 

 

     The First Woman Troop Commander of the Turnpike, Heidiôs command was a brutal time that 

involved the December 3, 2002, horrific, accidental death of Trooper I Christopher S. Scales, #4575, 

and two separate roadside shootings. Heidiôs competence and character during this difficult period 

shown true as she handled each situation with consideration and professionalism. Colleagues praised 

her poise and compassion in her handling of each incident, especially in light that they occurred 

while she was grieving the recent passing of her father. 

 

     Heidiôs intimate involvement following the death of Trooper I Scales opened the door to her 

becoming a member of Concerns of Police Survivors and her involvement with the NJSP Survivors 

of the Triangle - C.O.P.S. Chapter. As their current sitting Treasurer, Heidi also manages their 

website and posts each Fallen Troopersô picture on Facebook on the Anniversary of their End of 

Watch. She is chairperson of, organizes, and personally runs their annual Golf Tournament in 

October, works closely with their landscaper to maintain the health of their grove of Memorial 

Dogwood Trees and placement of holiday wreaths and decorations, while serving as the Survivors 

liaison with the New Jersey State Police and their support associations. 

 

      A team player, Heidiôs State Police career also offered her the opportunity to engage with her 

fellow Jersey Troopers outside of their normal duties. Heidi is a former piper with the Pipes and 

Drums of the Blue and Gold, and the longtime coach of the NJSP Womenôs Softball Team, which 

by the way, just won their second consecutive, East Coast Tournament Championship! As a former 

member of the NJSP Lady Blue and Gold, Heidi also participated in several Habit for Humanity 

home build projectôs including one in New Orleans after Hurricane Katrina. 

 

     Upon her retirement from the State Police, Heidi joined the Former Troopers Association and 

immediately volunteered to become a member of the Board of Directors. Over the past eleven-years, 

she has been involved in virtually every aspect of Association Business. While serving as the 

Association Treasurer she is also a member of the Finance Advisory Council where she collectively 

tables, analyzes, addresses, and advises the Boards of the FTA, the N.J. Former Troopers Heritage 

Foundation, Inc., and True Blue and Gold, Inc., on financial aspects of their individual and 

collective business initiatives. She also chairs the Bylaws Subcommittee and is a member of the 

Last Patrol Subcommittee. 

 

     Heidiôs life has been high energy and endless accomplishments on many fronts. She has been an 

active member and Trustee of the Passaic County 200 Club for almost two-decades, currently 

serving as its Board Secretary, Chairperson of its Scholarship Committee, and serves as their Law 

Enforcement Representative and member of its Valor Awards Committee where she actively  

participates in the presentation of awards and scholarships at their annual awards/scholarship 

dinners. She is also a member of the Mid-Atlantic Association of Women in Law Enforcement, 



 

 

7 

 

whose Mission is to foster professional and personal relationships with women, provide up to date 

training, and promote law enforcement as a profession. 

 

     During her career, Heidi has been honored by New Jersey Assembly Speaker, Joseph J. Roberts. 

Jr., with a ceremonial resolution in honor of her exceptional efforts as an outstanding ñWomen in 

New Jersey.ò She completed the Executive Management Program from Northwestern University 

and received a Certificate of Appreciation from The United States Secret Service for her efforts and 

superior contributions to the law enforcement responsibilities of the Service.  In her spare time 

Heidi trains and hunts with her Vizsla dogs. She is currently a Member of the Board of Directors of 

the Vizsla Club of Greater New York, where she participates in Field Trials and Hunt Tests, and 

helps train other peoplesô Vizsla dogs, and she is a Junior and Senior Hunt Test Judge. 

 

     Heidi has earned this award through her selfless service to the Association of Former New Jersey 

State Troopers, Inc., the New Jersey State Police, Survivors of the Triangle C.O.P.S. Chapter, and 

the many other organizations and programs she volunteers her time and expertise. She is truly a 

compassionate professional woman, and a true friend to all!  Congratulations Heidi! 

 

Submitted by:  Lt. George J. Wren, Jr., - FTA President 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

      On behalf of the Officers, Directors, and our Staff our hope is that as 2022 comes to a close 

you and your families are healthy and focused on the Holidays.  On November 5th we held our Fall 

2022 membership meeting at the Divionnôs Log Cabin.  There approximtely 65 attendees.  An 

outside speaker, Ms. Val Velazquez-Stetz from the Barasch & McGarry Law firm spoke to the 

group.  Ms. Velazquez-Stetz is a 911 Responder Liaison for the firm and a former Jersey City Police 

Officer who also responded to Ground Zero.  Ms. Velazquez-Stetz gave an impassioned speech as to 

current programs for persons who responded to New York on September 11th and thereafter.  She 

spoke as to importance of regestering for applicable programs listed above.  

 

 Additionally, the Bill Ricci Act which sunsetted July 2021, permits an active member of the 

PFRS, SPRS, and PERS Law Enforcement Officers (LEOs) or Emergency Medical Technicians (EMTs) 

to file for an Accidental Disability Retirement if the member is or is to become totally and permanently 

disabled due to participation in the rescue, recovery, or cleanup operations at the World Trade Center 

between September 11, 2001, and October 11, 2001, regardless of whether the member was enrolled in 

the PFRS, SPRS, or PERS at the time of participation or under orders or instruction by an employer to 

participate. afforded members who responded to Ground Zero to register and if any illness occurred as a 

result of that response and ultimately passed away from these direct illness, then it was to deemed a 

Line-Of-Duty Death.  This affords that memberôs family a different set of  benefits which are 

certainly earned and important.  I have been is contact with our elected officials to re-instate this Act 

and start the process again as there was no real notifications sent out.  I will keep you posted as this 

progresses.     

                             Captain Patrick J. Reilly, Jr. #3570 (Ret) 

COMMENTS FROM THE EDITOR 
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     The FTA Spring 2023 General Membership Meeting will be held on Saturday, May 6, 2022, 

starting at 10:00 a.m., at the State Police Museum and Learning Center - Log Cabin, Division 

Headquarters.  Coffee and donuts will be served before the meeting.  Lunch will be served 

following the meeting. 

 
FTA/Heritage Foundation Winter Cruise  

 
 

     Thereôs still time to sign up for our next cruise adventure slated for March 5-12, 2023, aboard the 

NEW, Norwegian Prima.  Join us and discover the Prima, 1st in a new class of ships designed to 

elevate every expectation.  Sailing from Cape Canaveral to Cozumel, Mexico; George Town, Grand 

Cayman; Ocho Rios, Jamaica; and Great Stirrup Cay, Bahamas, this seven-day cruise will be a 

relaxing, fun-filled, warm weather experience packed with good food, cold drinks, and a camaraderie 

only experienced by great friends!  Donôt miss out on this fantastic opportunity.   
  

 Check out the Prima at: https://www.ncl.com/cruise/prima and make sure to view all the 

videos to see just how much this ship really offers. Three months to go, so book now.  Arrangements 

are being handled by Gem Casino Travel (609) 569-1234.  Check out our cruise flyer on the FTA 

Website Announcements Boxes and book your cruise today! 
 

    
 
 

 

 

Troop ñAò Old-Timers Get-Together 
  The Troop ñAò Old-Timers Get-Together will be held on April 27, 2023, at the Frog Rock 

Golf & Country Club.   

 

Troop ñBò Old-Timers Get-Together 
      The Troop ñBò Old-Timers Get-Together was held on June 7, 2023, at the Casa Bianca.   

 

 

Troop ñCò Old-Timers Get-Together(s) 
      The Troop ñCò Old-Timers Get-Together was held on Wednesday, June 21, 2023, at the Toms 

River American Legion.   

 
2023 ANNUAL FTA PICNI C 

 The picnic will again be held August 18, 2023, at the German American Club, Hamilton, NJ. 

 

 

FTA Social Events  

SPRING FTA GENERAL 
MEETING 

https://www.ncl.com/cruise/prima
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Visitation Program  
 

 

      The Association of Former New Jersey State Troopers in cooperation with the New Jersey State 

Police developed the Visitation Program in 2009.  The program is designed to check on the wellbeing 

of retired members and to lift the spirits of those who may be seriously ill, homebound, or in need of 

some old fashion camaraderie by their fellow Jersey Troopers.  Visits are scheduled utilizing both 

active duty, uniformed personnel, and FTA representatives.  The Association currently maintains lists 

of retired volunteers in north, central and southern New Jersey to draw upon for visits.  Visits can be 

scheduled via a request from any FTA or family member, or a friend.  Visitation requests and/or 

volunteers may contact the Former Troopers Association office by telephone at 1-609-882-2000 

x2220.  Your assistance in this endeavor is greatly appreciated.  

 

Capt. Nicolas Soranno & Lt. Michael Lamonaco in front of the new Colonel H. Norman 

Schwarzkopf statue in the Memorial Courtyard donated by the Trooper United Foundation! 

Health, Security & Misc., Info.  


